
 
Another day another stutter.  Not many of us can have 
that claim to fame. Not only stuttering but a fair share of 
communication disorders across the board were 
encountered this year by the Speech Pathology Team.  
 
We received 125 referrals this year including 21 early 
language, 50 general language, 40 articulation, 10 
stuttering, 1 voice and 3 feeding.  As well as 14 children 
attending Early Intervention Services. Maternal Child 
Health Nurses have been our most outstanding referral 
agents outside that of parents.  
 
Throughout the year, in order to increase outcomes, our 
caseload management strategies were revisited and 
revised.  A therapy waiting list was initiated with the 
hope of shortening the waiting time for an assessment.  
Our average waiting time is currently 6 weeks, compared 
to 6-9 months in most Speech Pathology Clinics around 
the State.  Whilst we applaud this result, we 
acknowledge that these waiting times may be 
challenging to maintain.  
 
In addition to the therapy waiting list, this year also saw 
some kindergarten screening and a Drop-In Clinic 
established.  The kindergarten screening acts as an 
early identification/prevention activity. The Drop-In-Clinic 
provides an opportunity for parents, who are enthusiastic 
to assist their children, to ‘drop-in’ for a chat and some 
more ideas.  We have found that this empowers parents 
to take an active and responsible part in helping their 
children.  Outcomes have been very positive. 
 
Our goal to conduct a Speech Pathology Week - Early 
Intervention Program was finally realised with 17 families 
attending a very successful session.  Feedback has 
been so positive that we now plan to roll it out to the 
community as a regular education activity.   
 
Most of you will have seen the colourful pictures, 
produced by the Boardmaker Program which have truly 
revolutionised treatment of children with autism and 
auditory processing difficulties.  Without funding for 
these programs, therapy would be very limited. 
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